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Cet ouvrage intitulé lui aussi «,Les pierres de l'ottrande»

constitue le deuxième votei .des communications
prononcées au colloque de Clermont-lerrand lec q- I ]

decemhre 1q9B en l'honneur de Christoph W. Clair-
monl. ll se distingue du precedcnl. erclusivement

consacré aux stèles du rnonde grec classique, par [a

diver.ité der époque, el des ,rpproches qui r onsli-
lu,rienl l'orig,inalité de ce t olloque.

I es an,tlyses des 'pécialiçle. du monde oriental ei

médilerranee n dans l'Antiquite. par-dela de. dert rip-

tions de stèle> differenle5, propre\ a leurs domainec
qio*r,rphiques, onl mis en er idenr e la ionclion com-
mune rle celles-ci aommc rerilaleur du niveau.o-
cial ou < ullurel du defunt c,u de ..r famille: ll *tèle

iunerairc 1ouc, la pluparl du iêmp.. Lrn role qui va

bien au-delà du simple monumenl volii. Ceci :e
mani[e.le r Iairemenl à lraverc le ( onlenu des r-pi-

I,rphes. qurnd s établit un Iien enlre épigraphie et lit-
ler.rlure. cnlre represenlalion i( onogr.rphrqut' el gcnre

Iilleraire. Le. muricologueq el qpe( ialistes cle l.i litte-

ralurc moderne el (onlemporaine ont rerelé quJnl d

eur Ier diversec iormes prises par la slèle pour parler

de Ia mort el des morts: SLèles de sons des tombcau\
en musique, stèles d'images photographiques, stèles

im;ginaircs, ou stôtcs de mots erigee. a I'ahsent el

mell.rnt en s< ène la biographie, la ficlion ou serv,.rnl

de support svmbolique au récil.

Par-delà les époques, les lieux, les nréthodes et les

supporl:. la stèle "pierre de l'oifrande. est rlon<, non

seulemenl un moyen de perpeluer le souverrir des dis-

parus, m,ris .ruç:i pour ceux qui ronl cncore \ ivJnls

une façon de nr;rnitester leur regret, leurs >enliments

et leur sens de l.,r r ie.
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THOMAS DUTOIT

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE DEAD FROM REAL
AND IMACINARY EPITAPHS OF SEVENTEENTH

AND EICHTEENTH CENTURY ENGLAND

The rise during the seventeenth and early eighteenth century and the subsequent decline and indeed
death during the latter half of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth century of the English
poetic epitaph has treen superbly charted, as has the somewhat parallel history of English burial
monuments.lFollowingthedetailedworkof .loshuaScodel,thisarticleseekstopinpointthedeci-
sive moments of the two hundred year,lifer of this poetic genre, within the context both of funerary
monuments and social history in England. Be the epitaphs really on tombstones, and only imagi-
narily on paper, or really on paper and only imaginarily on tombstones, those by recognized poets
(from Ben Jonson through Alexander Pope up to William Wordsworth), as well as by forgotten par_
sons and stonecutters, provide a history of how society regards its dead. Such a regard has multiple
religious, social and political agendas parallel to those religious, social and political issues in sev-
enteenth and eighteenth century England. ln short, these are the division between the English
Church and Dissenters, including Catholics; the changing social stratification with the appearance
of a omiddle-class» and the concomitant falling supply ancl increasing demand of servants; the
increased urban and decreased rural populations with the resultant increased value of ephemeral,
changing life and decreased value of permanence, tradition and the dead. The merit of works such
as that of Scodel and those on English funerary monuments, is how their literal and figurative
unearthing of the epitaphs and funerary monuments reveals a sea-change in the relationship of the
living and the dead from early modern England to what is recognizably still our modernity.2
Whereas the seventeenth up to the mid-eighteenth century epitaph maintains the superiority of the
dead among the Iiving, from the second half of the eighteenth century onwards, the epitaph is an
embattled genre that pleads to the heterogeneous and rapidly changing living population notto let
the dead disappear twice. lf everyone dies twice (once biologically, once with the death of all who
remembered him or her), then our title is not a pleonasm: the dead, already disappeared but very

For the works consulted (author's names in capitals) see p. 156-t 57
1 The major reference works are, prior to ioshua SCODEL's, 199'i , those given in the bibliography by Katharine
A. ESDAILE, I946; Frederick BURCESS, 1963; Margaret WHINNEY, 1964; Kenneth LtNDLEy, 1965 and 1972;
Nicholas PENNY, 1977; Brian KEMP, .l 980; David tRWtN, 198l; Clare CtTTtNCS, 1984; Margaret ASTON,
1 9BB.

2 Michel Vovelle argues that «le discours des Lumières, reduces death «aux limites d,un passage obligé, désagré_
able certes, mais sans plus,» 1990, p. 163. The consequence of what he calls the «elimination, of death is, as
Terry Castle following Philippe Ariès shows, «a new spiritualization of human experience beginning in the late
eighteenth century» according to which nthe successful denial of mortality thus requires a new spectralized
mode oi perception» that consists in a preference, mechanically exemplified by inventions such as photography,
moving pictures, holography and three dimensional virtual reality, for interaction with mental images in memory
of people over interaction with real physical beings. CASTLE ,1gg|, p. 130,136.
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DE L,ANT|eUtTE AU XVilte STECLE

much among the living 
.in 

early modern Englancl, underwent a second and irrevocable disappear-ance once the value of the permanence of the dead succumbed to the value of the ephemerality ofthe living in a society based evermore on accelerating change. The goal of this article is to chart thesteps in this changed relationship through a selection of epitaphs.

Commemorating nobility

with all labourers consigned to unmarked churchyard graves in fifteenth and sixteenth centuryEngland' sepulchers were, by definition, those of noble figures or, occasionally, a merchant. Locatedin churches, tombs perpetuated the social strata that obtained among living aristocrats andlabourers'3 Any consideration of epitaphs really or imaginariry inscribed on funerary monumentsthus begins with those commemorating nobility. Unlike their catholic counterparts, for whom com-munion with the dead was possible (prayers could help the dead exit purgatory for Heaven), theProtestant and especially the Calvinist aristocrat, nobleman or gentleman was in a different situationvis-à-vis the dead. Required to commemorate the very principre of their sociar status (perpetuationthroush inheritance, thus debt to the deact), they were on ;r;iJ ,;;,;;;'taotr,rorr, superstitious dis_plays' The inscribed epitaph was a verbal ,.neun, of denying the very visual monument which wasirresistible insofar as it was a means of re_asserting social superiority.
The following are two epitaphs written by Ben ]onson. on the ieft, one commissioned by theCavendish family in 1617, and in which Jonson writes as if he were Cavendish, on the right, oneoffered to the Ratcliffe famiry around r 600 to commemorate their daughter:

Sonnes, seeke not me amonge these polish,d stones
these only hide part of my flesh, and bones:
which, did they neere so neate, or proudly dwell,
will all turne dust, & may not make me swell.

Let such as justly have out_liv,d all prayse,
trust in the tombes, their care-full freinds clo rayse;
I made my lyfe my monument, & yours:
to which there's no materiall that endures;

nor yet inscription like it. Write but that;
And teach your nephewes it to aemulate:
it will be matter lowd inoughe to tell
not when I die,d, but how I livd. Farewell.

SIR CHARLES CAVENDISH TO HIS POSTERITIE4

M arble, weepe, for thou dost cover
A dead beautie under-neath thee,
R ich, as nature could bequeath thee:
C rant then. no rude hand remove her
A Il the gazers on the skies
R ead not in faire heavens storie,
f xpresser truth, or lruer glorie,
T hen they might in her bright eyes.
R are, as wonder, was her wit;
A nd like Ne./arevery flowing:
t ill time, slrong by her bestowing,
C onquer'd hath both life and it.
L ife, whose griefe was out of fashion,
I n these times. Few so have ru,de
F ate, in a brother. To conclude,
I or wit, feature, and lrue passion,
E arth, thou has not such another. (B:39)

#'

3 osepulchers should be made according to the qualitie ancl degree of the person deceased, that by the tombeeveryone might be discerned of what ranke hee was living,, wrels lohn Weever in .l 63'l in his Ancient FunerallMonuments, qtd. in BURCESS, 1963, p.219 andSCODEL, 199.t,p. 16.4 HERFoRD / slMPSON' 1925-1g52, vol. 8, p. 387. References to Johnson henceforth by volume and page.
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