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Re-specting the Face as the Moral 
(of) Fiction in Mary Shelley' s 

F rankenstein 

Thomas Dutoit 

At the center of Frankenstein is the character designated as the mon
ster who cannot present himself visually, cannot show himself as 
something visible. Michel Foucault has stressed the relation be
tween a J1lOnster and what is shown or presented as a spectacle: 
"Jusqu'au début du XIXème siècle, et jusqu'à l'indignation de 
Royer-Collard, les fous restent des monstres-c'est-à-dire des êtres 
ou des choses qui valent d'être montrés ... mais de l'autre côté des 
grilles." Monstrosity, or this madness as shown, "devient pur specta
cle. "1 The monster is what is shown, presented to our view, and 
separated from us by bars. Jacques Derrida echoes this relation 
between the shown and the monster: "Qu'est-ce qu'un monstre? 
... Monstrer, c'est montrer, et une monstre est une montre. "2 If in 
these instances monstrosity is linked to seeing, showing, or present
ing, in Frankenstein monstrosity is linked to an impossibility of see
ing, showing, or presenting. In Frankenstein, the unnamed character 
is a "monster" because it cannot show itself in the sense of se montrer. 
The nove! problematizes the question of monstrosity and of the 
monster's "unshowability" in terms of vision, especiaily in terms of 
vision of the face. In this text, all faces are presentable, save the 
monster's, upon which the moral of this fiction paradoxically rests. 

The "face" is the figure of the figure (French for "face"); as such, 
the "face" is the general trope in the nove!. Additionaily, the figure 
of the monster is the specific "figure" (71) for figurality, the "rule" 
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