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Introduction

v’ Domestic violence becomes a priority for public health. This violence is
considered as most serious given the physical injuries for victims, the complexity
of motives, and 1ts potential repetitive and risk nature. The term “spousal
assault” refers to such violence. More specifically, spousal assault 1s best defined
as “‘any actual, attempted, or threatened physical harm perpetrated by a man or a
woman against someone with whom he or she has, or has had, an intimate, sexual
relationship” (Kropp, Hart, Webster, & Eaves, 1999, p.1).

v'Yet, no measure of domestic violence was hitherto implemented in Belgian.
“the Spousal Assault Risk Assessment Guide (SARA) remains a popular risk
assessment and case management tool for those working with perpetrators and
victims of domestic violence” (Kropp, & Gibas, 2010, p227). This instrument
helps criminal justice professionals predict the likelihood of domestic violence.
The tool 1s a quality- control checklist that determines the extent to which a
professional has assessed risk factors of crucial predictive importance according
to clinical and empirical literature.

Objectives

v'To implement SARA (Kropp, Hart, Webster, & Eaves, 1999) among Belgian
male probationers offenders (N=29) and Belgian male forensic inpatients (N=10).

v'To assess the convergent validity between SARA, PCL-R (Hare, 2003), HCR-
20 (Webster, Douglas, Eaves, & Hart, 1997) and the VRAG (Harris, Rice,
Quinsey, 1993).

Method
Spousal Assault Risk Assessment (SARA)

v Tt includes 20 items derived from the research literature on domestic violence an

from the clinical literature on male perpetrators of domestic violence. The ite
are grouped 1nto five sections: criminal history; psychological adjustment; spous
abuse history; current offence characteristics; and other (e.g. stalking, torture).
The evaluation of the SARA relies on multiple sources of information: Interviews
with the perpetrators and victim(s); Standardized measures of physical and
emotional abuse and of drug and alcohol use; A review of collateral records - €.g.
police report, victim statements, criminal records; Other psychologica
assessment procedures. The presence of individual items 1s determined using a
point response format: 0= absent, 1= sub threshold, and 2=present. With the
SARA, such summary risk rating 1s coded using a 3 point response format:
1=low, 2=moderate, and 3=high.

Data analysis
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